
The Sisters and the Student Body of St, Patrick Academy offer 
heartfelt congratulations, prayers, and best wishes to Very Rev¬ 
erend Monsignor George C. H a 1 p i n , Clas s of 1929 of S.P.A., on 

the occasion of his elevation to the rank of Domestic Prelate, 
August, 1957. 


VERY REVEREND MONSIGNOR GEORGE C. HALPIN 
Superintendent. Maryville Academy 
Des Plaines, Illinois 
Graduate of St. Patrick Academy, 

Momence, Illinois 


Class of 1929 
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Grandeur and Simplicity 


STATEMENT OF THE COST OF ST. PATRICK 
CHURCH IN 1916 

Dedicated by His Grace, George Wm. Mundelein, 


Archbishop of Chicago, June 11, 

1916 

MATERIAL: 

Brick 

$ 4,237.55 

Cement, Gravel, Sand, Lumber 

4,004.20 
$ 8,241.75 

LABOR: 

Masonry and Bricklaying 

$ 8,152.64 

Carpentry 

1,740.07 

General Labor 

259.30 

Teamstering and Haulage 

1,407.60 

Drayage 

198.15 

Freight 

1,222.66 

$12,980.42 


CONTRACTS: 

Structural Iron and Metallic Lath $ 4,531.82 


Roofing, Cooper Gutters, Etc. 2,196.00 

Finishing Lumber 776.00 

Cut Stone 2,401.60 

Plastering and Lathing 652.00 

$10,557.42 

Total Cost of Church, 

without decoration and furniture $31,779.59 



World War II, a Church at Prayer 



DECORATION, FURNITURE, ETC: 


Stucco Plaster $ 

1,455.00 

Calcimining, Varnishing, etc. 

425.51 

Sewerage 

150.00 

Electric Wiring and Fixtures 

447.55 

Heating Plant, Hardware 

2,303.98 

Pews _ 

1,800.00 


6,582.04 

Sanctuary, Vestry, 


Confessionals, Etc. _ 

1,051.96 

Total $ 

7.634.00 


Cost of Church 

$31,779.59 

Decorations & Furniture 

7,634.00 

TOTAL 

$39,413.59 


Orirtirial Rar\tictr\/ 




Remembrances, Fr. Demarais 



Rev. T. U. Demarais came to St. Patrick 
Church, sixty years ago, in 1933. His 
first Baptism was Jean Claire Mackert on 
July 4, 1933. In September, 1939, he 
founded Sacred Heart Mission, situated 
13 miles southeast of Momence. In 
December, 1941., with the help of the 
Holy Name Men of St. Patrick's, he 
began the building of the church of 
Sacred Heart. His service to our parish 
lasted 35 years. We are truly indebted 
to him for his pastoral zeal in serving the 
people of God. 


1962 Gladiolus Festival 


On July 4, 1990, St. Patrick's celebrated 
the dedication of its church and first mass. 
Former pastors, assistants and parishioners 
commemorated the dedication with a flag 
ceremony and a breakfast. Msgr. Halpin, 
Fr. Dedera, Fr. Burns, Fr. Driscoll, Fr. 
Heramb, Fr. O'Shea, Fr. Richter, Fr. Settles, 
and Fr. Taschetta, with parish deacons, 
Jeff Jacob and Dan Hessling, joined in the 
prayers and celebration of the 100th An¬ 
niversary of the parish and 75th Anniver¬ 
sary of the church building. 
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MOMENCE 

SAINT PATRICK PARISH 

St. Patrick Parish has deep r(X)ts in Momence 
It was organized in 1859 when its little flock 
of 30 families started holding Mass In their 
homes. From 1859-1890 St. Patrick's was HWCI 
a mission parish served by priests from the 
neighboring parishes, St. George and St. Anne. 



Rev. P. Paradis served the mission parish for ten years, from 
1862-1872. He was responsible for building the first little frame 
church In 1862. In an old journal, written in French, it mentions a 
chapel being built by early Catholic settlers in 1862, where the 
present church stands today. They hauled the logs and lumber 
from the timber on the Kankakee River. It was to have been built 
of river stone but the decision was made to sell the excess river 
stone that had been quarried from the river for a sum of $22.00 
and a frame chape! was built instead. The chapel was 30 feet 
long and 26 feet wide and was dedicated to St. Patrick on 
November 2,1862. By 188t, the parish had outgrown that small 
church and another frame church was erected. 


Fr. Paradis was succeeded by the Rev. M. Letellier, pastor of St. 
Anne Church, St. Anne, who remained in charge for the next six 
years. From 1878-1886, Rev. Joseph LeSage, pastor of St. 
George, took care of St. Patrick's mission, followed by Rev. Z. 
Berard, who was, at that tin^, pastor of St. Anne Church. Father 
Berard built the second frame church at St. Patrick's 

The priests who attended the mission parish in the early days, 
encountered many hardships as the means of travel were usually 
tedious and often hazardous. It is said that Fr. LeSage used a 
hand-car on the Chicago and Eastern Illinois railroad in going 
from St. George to Momence. In 1890, Rev. George Kerston was 
appointed as the first resident pastor as there were now a 
hundred families In the parish. 

Rev. A. L. Labrie began the construction of the present church in 
1914. The cornerstone was laid on May 8,1914. Prominent 
Catholics and priests marched In a parade with two bands 
playing. It was the most notable Catholic event ever held In 
Momence. The first solemn high Mass was held in the new 
church on July 4, 1915. 

The foresight used when building this church is something for 
which the parishioners are very thankful. The church was built in 
very trying times and was finished slowly as the congregation 
had the time and rTX)ney. The records show that the original cost 
of the church was $31, 969.59, plus decorations and furniture of 
$7,633.90 for a total of $39,603. 49. The church still has the 
original stained glass windows, purchased in 1915, from John J. 
Kinsella & Co., Chicago, makers of Art Glass. Visitors are awed 











by their beauty. An interesting fact is the cost. The original bills 
state: 1 large transcept window, "Assumption" $550.00; another 
window, "St. John the Baptist" $90.00; another window "Our Lady 
of Lourdes" $250.00. Word has it that Fr. Labrie needed money 
for 1 last window and walked approximately 7 miles on a very hot 
summer day to ask a parishioner for the donation. The 
parishioner knew It would be taking a chance because he had a 
large family to support but felt if Father walked all that way In the 
heat, he should have his window and he gave him the money. 

In 1980 the interior of the church was completely renovated 
through the efforts and sacrifices of the entire parish. 

As the years went on there became a need for a church in 
Hopkins Park. Fr. Demarais, then the pastor of St. Patrick's, and 
Sister Mary Adelaide Gagnon started a mission there in 1939. 
men from St. Patrick's donated time and materials to help build 
Sacred Heart Mission. Today, Fr. Denis White, the present 
pastor, says Mass and administers the sacraments at Sacred 
Heart. 

In 1886, the first rectory was built just south of the church. In 
1985, the old rectory was demolished and a new rectory, with 
much needed office and storage space, meeting room, in addition 
to the priest’s living area, was built. 

In 1906, the Sister Servants of the Holy Heart of Mary came to 
establish St. Patrick Academy. It started as a little parish school 
and became a boarding school for girls and boys in elementary 
school and girls In high school. The sisters taught here until 
1972. The Academy was purchased from the Sisters in 1973 and 
is still in existence today. The current dedicated principal. Sister 
Kathleen Morrissey, BVM and a lay staff now offer the students a 
Catholic education which goes beyond the basic learning of 
english, math, reading and science. It raises spirits to meet the 
challenges of today and fills students with hope for tomorrow. St. 
Patrick’s curriculum is designed to enrich students spiritually, 
intellectually, emotionally and physically. Many sacrifices have 
been made and continue to be made to provide this learning 
opportunity. 

In 1986, the old unused convent portion was demolished and 
anew front wall was built in August, 1987. Landscaping and 
window replacement was completed. The school chapel was 
renovated during 1987-88. Donations of time, money, labor and 
memorials assisted in making these improvements possible. 

Pastors that have served St. Patrick Parish are Reverends: 
George Kerston 1890 -1896, A. L, Labrie 1896 -1923, 

A. L. Girard 1923 -1933, T. U. Demarais 1933 -1968, 
Raynor Richter 1968 -1975, Stephen Kos 1975 -1976, 
William O'Shea 1976 -1980, Dennis Settles 1980 -1989, 
Phillip J. Dedera 1989 -1995, and 

Denis White 1995 - present. 

Assistants at St. Patrick have been Reverends: La Verne Cure, 
John F. Kelly, John Driscoll, Joseph Burns, Walter Mayer, Robert 
Cisekand Ramon Sollance. 

St. Patrick's currently serves approximately 650 families, made 
up of a variety of nationalities such as French, Irish, Polish, 
Italian, Spanish, etc. The parish has many "Seniors" as well as 
"young families". This gives diversity, covering all aspects of 
life. This parish is still a very vital part of this little "River Border 
Town" of Momence. 







REV. A. L. LABRIE 



REV. T. U. DEMARAIS 


Pastor, St. Patrick Church 
Momence, Illinois 
1933 --- 




REV. JOHN DRISCOLL 
Assistant Pastor, St. Patrick Church 
Momence, Illinois 
1954 --- 













First Pastor, Fr. Kerston 



Second Church, Circa 1890 


The first church building for St. Patrick's mis¬ 
sion was erected by early Catholic settlers 
themselves, who hauled the logs and lumber 
from the timber on the Kankakee River. This 
building was later replaced by another wooden 
church which was built under the direction of 
Rev. Z. P. Birard of St. Anne, who attended 
Momence for several years. 


Blessing of Corner Stone 1914 


Rev. A. L. Labrie began the construc¬ 
tion of the present church in 1914. 
The cornerstone was laid on May 8, 
1914. Prominent catholics and priests 
marched in a parade with two bands. 
It was the most notable Catholic event 
ever held in Momence. Varnum Parish 
and Fred Marcotte were the two 
parade marshals. The first solemn high 
mass was held in the new church on 
July 4, 1915, at 10:00 a.m. Miss 
Catherine Mazur, Mrs. C. A. Violet and 
Mr. August Rehmer were soloists. 




Rectory and New Church 1915 














Earliest Picture of the Academy 


Catholic education goes beyond the basic learn¬ 
ing of English, math, reading, and science. It 
raises spirits to meet the challenges of today and 
fills students with hope for tomorrow. St. 
Patrick's curriculum is designed to enrich 
students spiritually, intellectually, emotionally, 
and physically. 


For 87 years, St. Patrick Academy has provided a Cath¬ 
olic education to students in Momence. The large school 
complex and spacious grounds were once home to the 
Servants of the Sacred Heart of Mary, who operated a 
boarding and grade school and, until about 27 years ago, 
a girl's high school. The school is now staffed by lay 
teachers. The support of the pastor and parishioners has 
been vital in continuing its strong tradition of religious 
education. 



Trees of Knowledge 
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Building A Future — Chapel 


Academy Chapel — Angels of Knowledge 















